
The first Anna Frutiger 

Memorial Scholarship 

was awarded through the 

Gratiot County 

Community Foundation 

on May 1, 2011, 

memorializing Anna, who 

died unexpectedly on 

May 20, 2010, at the age 

of 23.  A graduate of Alma 

High School (AHS) and 

Kenyon College, Anna 

was a student at the University of Pittsburgh (U of P) School 

of Dentistry. She was following in the footsteps of her 

parents Dr. Sara Wassenaar and Dr. Richard Frutiger and her 

late grandfathers Dr. Frank Wassenaar and Dr. Raymond 

Frutiger. 

Her sudden death from a deep vein thrombosis and 

pulmonary embolism strongly touched the Gratiot 

community. As a result, a scholarship fund was established 

through the Foundation. People from across the United 

States contributed more than $25,000 to start the fund to 

provide an annual scholarship to support a student who is 

pursuing a doctoral degree in medicine or dentistry. 

Preference will be given to AHS graduates, but graduates 

from any Gratiot County high school will be considered. 

Anna had been very active in the Youth Advisory Council 

(YAC) during her years at AHS. She was a dancer, a 

swimmer, and a member of the AHS volleyball and tennis 

teams. She graduated from AHS as one of the class 

valedictorians in 2005. At Kenyon College she majored in 

molecular biology. She touched many lives at Kenyon and 

was loved by both friends and professors. In continuing her 

education at U of P, she bonded with her fellow dentistry 

students and belonged to the dental fraternity Delta Sigma 

Delta and the American Student Dental Association. Anna 

lived her life with passion and determination and will be 

remembered for her hard work and perseverance in 

everything she did. 

The recipient of the first Anna Frutiger Memorial 

Scholarship is Morgan Whitmore.  Morgan is a graduate of 

AHS, Alma College, and is presently a third-year student 

attending the Michigan State University School of Human 

Medicine. He is the son of Robin and Dale Whitmore of 

Alma.   
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Ȱ.ÅÖÅÒ ÄÏÕÂÔ ÔÈÁÔ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ 

thoughtful, committed citizens can 

change the world.  Indeed, it is the only 

ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÓȱ-Margaret Mead. 

They may not be changing the world, 

but the Ithaca Community Alumni 

Association (ICAA) is certainly working 

to bring about change in their 

hometown, starting with the Ithaca 

High School football field.  The 

renovations will improve accessibility, 

concessions, lavatories, and overall 

comfort and appearance of the facility.   

Donations in support of the project 

ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

Ȭ0ÒÏÊÅÃÔ 0ÒÉÄÅ &ÕÎÄȭȢ  %ÖÅÒÙ ÄÏÌÌÁÒ ÉÎ 

contributions is eligible for a charitable 

tax deduction and will be matched by 

the Steve Smith Family until the 

projected $850,000 is raised.  

For more information or to make a 

donation, contact the Foundation at 

875-4222 or consult the ICAA website at 

www.ithacacommunityalumni.org.    

Project Pride  

Off and Running 



Advisor to Advisor   
A special message for professional advisors 

If you have clients who take charitable giving personally, 

you should know about the Gratiot County Community 

&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ $ÏÎÏÒ !ÄÖÉÓÅÄ &ÕÎÄÓ ɉ$!&ɊȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÆÕÎÄ 

is a logical alternative to the somewhat onerous process of 

establishing  and managing a private foundation due to its 

ease of setup and administration, tax benefits for 

contributions, no excise taxes imposed and no minimum 

payout requirements.   

As donor advisors, your clients remain involved in where 

grants from their fund are awarded and receive attractive 

ÔÁØ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎÓȢ   4ÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÔÁÆÆ 

offers their knowledge of quality programs in need of 

funding  and expertise in handling all due diligence in 

awarding  the grants from the DAF.  In addition, the 

Foundation  keeps abreast of all legislation and IRS 

guidelines and manages all filing necessary.   

DAFs are also a wonderful 

way to engage  children in 

the practice of 

philanthropy to carry on 

the legacy of giving back to 

the community.   As a 

permanently endowed 

fund, that tradition will live 

ÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÎÏÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ 

forever.   

For more details on how to 

start a DAF with the Gratiot 

County Community 

Foundation, contact Tina 

Travis today at (989) 875.4222 or at gccf@edzone.net.  Your 

clients will appreciate you offering information about this 

attractive alternative to establishing and managing their 

own private foundation.   

Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

business of making good 

things happen in Gratiot 

#ÏÕÎÔÙȢȱ 

Chuck Fortino, Attorney 

Fortino, Plaxton & 

Costanzo, PC 

Dick Abbott, retired president of 

Commercial Bank in Ithaca, was 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ΤΡΣΡ 

Ȱ&ÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȱ !×ÁÒÄȢ 4ÈÉÓ 

honor was created to recognize donors 

and volunteers who go above and 

beyond in their commitment to the 

success of the Foundation. 

Having served his full nine-

year term on the 

&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ 

Directors, Dick retired in 

ΤΡΡΩȢ 4ÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

Executive Director, Tina 

4ÒÁÖÉÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ$ÉÃË ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ Á 

ÇÒÅÁÔ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȟ ÈÅȭÓ Á ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ 

who is willing to push up his 

sleeves and get the job done. 

Although no longer on the 

Board of Directors, Dick continues to 

ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ ×ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÕÐÏÎȢȱ 

During his tenure, he was instrumental 

ÉÎ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ,ÅÇÁÃÙ 

Society, which recognizes donors who 

create planned gifts benefiting the 

organization. He and his wife 

established the Janet Cooper Abbott 

and Richard Abbott Scholarship Fund 

through the Foundation. It provides an 

annual scholarship for a Fulton High 

School graduate. 

Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÅÌÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÐÒÉÖÉÌÅÇÅ ÔÏ 

be able to work with this fine 

organization and the outstanding 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÉÔȟȱ $ÉÃË ÓÁÉÄȢ  Ȱ) ÓÁ× 

my work with the Foundation as a 

chance for me to give something back 

to Gratiot County in partial payment for 

all the opportunities offered to the 

Abbott family by this wonderful 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

In his honor, the Foundation 

presented the Richard Abbott Friend of 

the Foundation Grant to the Gratiot 

County Commission on Aging to honor 

its work on behalf of senior citizens in 

Gratiot County. 

Dick Abbott-! 4ÒÕÅ Ȭ&ÒÉÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭ 

The Bridge Builder 

Tina Travis, Janet Abbott, Craig Zeese & Dick Abbott 
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Memorialize Your Loved One with a Gift Today 

The Foundation joins family and friends in remembering those loved ones 

memorialized with donations over the past yearɂMay 1, 2010 to April 30, 2011.  

John B. Baublitz 

Arnie Bransdorfer 

Jean S. Brown 

Robert L. Brown 

Charles Carey 

Molly Castillon 

Carolyn Cosan 

John Coyle 

Nellie Custer 

Earl Davidson 

Margaret (Peg) Devine 

Sam Dunbar 

Richard Ebright 

Vivian Emery 

Ken Foote 

Anna Frutiger 

Larry Gabrion 

Charles &  

   Maxine Gehrcke 

Leo Goodyear 

James Hall, M.D. 

Fred Jones 

Ronald Knapp 

Bruce Lippert 

Robert W. MacDonald 

Bill Mayes 

Floyd S. McClintic 

Nancy L. McKenzie 

Tammy Mochen 

Bruce Moeggenborg 

William Mosher 

Don Narragon 

Gene and Olga (Jo) Neely 

Mervin Paradise 

Don and Irene Pavlik 

Ray Post 

Richard D. Prestage 

Rex Sadler 

Thomas Sprague 

Jana Thorsen 

Joyce Urie 

As Executive Director of Greater Gratiot Development Corporation 

(GGDC), Don Schurr has made the betterment of Gratiot County the 

focal point of his career.   When the Foundation began in 1992, Don 

was one of its founding members and recognized that a connection 

between the two organizations was not only logical, but necessary.   

About the same time, his parents Don and Verna Schurr established a 

charitable remainder trust and named the Foundation as a 

beneficiary. Thus the Schurr Family joins the growing list of members 

ÏÆ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ,ÅÇÁÃÙ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ 

   Don explained that the bequest will likely become part of the 

&ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ 'ÒÁÔÉÏÔ $ÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ &ÕÎÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ 

established to support the activities of GGDC as it supports the 

welfare of Gratiot County. 

   Don has dedicated much of his professional career to the success of Gratiot 

#ÏÕÎÔÙȢ  .Ï×ȟ  ÈÉÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÐÌÁÎÎÅÄ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÓÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ 

legacy continues that work.  

   Ȱ4ÈÅ &ÏÕÎÄÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ 

ÉÔ ÁÎ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÉÖÅ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 'ÒÁÔÉÏÔ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȟȱ $ÏÎ ÓÁÙÓȢ  Ȱ) 

think my dad would have been happy that we chose to do something to improve 

ÏÕÒ ÈÏÍÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȢȱ 

   Anyone may become a member of the Legacy Society by simply naming the 

Foundation as a beneficiary of your will or trust.  Tina Travis is happy to discuss 

the existing charitable giving options through the Foundation or how you may 

establish your own fund with a planned gift.  Contact her for more information.   

The Legacy Society 
Richard and Janet Abbott 

Steven and Kristen Bakker 

Ceo Bauer 

The Late Marguerite J. Brown 

The Late Carson Fraker 

The Late Ada Greening 

Mark and Cheryl Grueneberg 

Edward Hooper and 
the Late Carol Hooper 

Rudy and Jennifer Hornus 

Phil and Sue Kench 

The Late Carl and Esther Macklin 

Loraine Mayes and the Late Bill Mayes 

John McCormack 

Nancy McKim and 
the Late Douglas McKim 

Edwin and Dawn Meyer 

The Late Betty Miller 

Marlene Miller 

The Late Duaine Mizer 

Kim and Ellie Newson 

David and Marilyn Nichols 

Howard and Gladys Poindexter 

The Late Charles and Esther Robinson 

The Schurr Family Trust 

Linda S. Williams 

Keith and Judy Wing 

Don Schurr Receiving Legacy Award from Tina Travis 
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